5 p.m. & 9 a.m. Worship Services
July 24-25, 2021

This Weekend’s Altar Flowers are dedicated by:
John and Pam Swenson celebrating the
High Schoolers leaving for their
Adventure Trip to Colorado.

Prelude
Welcome
Stand
Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor: Even our best intentions go awry when we are not at one with God's purpose.
Our gracious God journeys with us and provides for us with unending mercy,
patience, and kindness so that when we repent, we find ourselves forgiven.
Let us confess our sins.
All: Eternal God, your steadfast love endures forever. We confess that we act as if
we are in control, as if you will bless whatever we do. If we think of others at
all, it is with an eye toward their usefulness to us. If we consider your creation,
it is to ponder what benefits us. We have failed to show your love or to do
justice in obedience to you. We have no right to be called your children.
Have mercy on us, God of grace. Forgive our sins, we humbly pray.
Use us to break down walls of hostility within the church, among the nations,
and around the world. Equip us to do your will, giving you glory, honor,
and praise together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God
forever and ever. Amen.
P: Our Lord Jesus gives us rest and peace.
Our Master's touch heals us, and his shed blood is our salvation.
In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Amen.
Opening Hymn: ELW #645 (st. 1, 4)
“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Kyrie (next) page 120

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole
people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.
Sit
Children’s Message Video
Intro to the Reading:
Lector: We continue our worship series Come Together in Christ looking at the
second chapter of Paul's letter to the Ephesians. In today's reading Paul
encourages us that regardless of where we come from or what group we
belonged to before, God destroys all barriers that exist between us in the
church and we are now one in Christ. Our reading comes from Ephesians,
the second chapter...
The Psalm: Psalm 23 NRSV
Lector: The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
All: He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
3
he restores my soul.
L: He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.
A: 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me.
L: 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
A: 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
The Lesson: Ephesians 2:11-22 NRSV
L: So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision" by those who are called "the circumcision" — a physical circumcision
made in the flesh by human hands — 12remember that you were at that time
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

Continued →

13

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances,
that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two,
thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body
through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came
and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.
19
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.
21
In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple
in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Sermon: “Come Together: Tear Down This Wall” … Pr. Craig Brown
Stand
Hymn of the Day: ELW #716
“Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”
The Apostles’ Creed page 127
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
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The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
- Sending Blessing:
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us,
and journeys with us, † be upon you now and forever. Amen.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: ELW #652 (st. 1,3)
“Built on a Rock”
Dismissal:
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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