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Just Enough Room in the Manger
We are told that the baby Jesus was placed in the manger
because there was no room in the inn. The word for inn is
uncertain, it most likely doesn’t mean something like a motel
chain of today. An inn might simply point to a room in a home.
Whatever the case, it does mean there was no suitable place for
human beings available when Joseph and Mary showed up. A
manger is just a feed trough for animals. Cozy in size, perhaps,
but still makeshift at best.
What is the result of taking up residence among the animals
and making use of a manger? The coming of Emmanuel, the
birth of Jesus, is reduced to bare essentials: a mother, a child,
swaddling cloth, and just enough space to lay the child in a
manger. Anything extravagant, anything extraneous, anything
that might draw attention from the essence of the moment is
missing.
What then is left? Just as there was no room in the inn for the
holy family, so there isn’t a lot of room in the manger for things
that do not belong here. There is no room in the manger for the
aspirations of power or prestige of a Caesar or a Quirinius.
As well, there is no room in the manger for the prejudice of
heart, no room for pride or prestige that would crowd out the
hospitality of God. The angels announce what is placed in the
manger, the peace of God, the joy of heaven. The means there
is no room for bitterness or greed in the manger.
The lessons appointed for Christmas tell us all we need to know
about what God places in the manger, and what is crowded

out. There is room for grace and salvation. The swaddling
cloth holds tightly the child who is redeemer, savior, prince
of peace. Between the infant and the edges of the manger,
the humble padding of straw allows just enough room for the
imagination to see how the infant Jesus will grow into a man
who always had time and attention for those on the margins of
society.
Yet for all the constraints, there is room enough. There is room
in the manger for the disciples Jesus will call. There is room in
the manger for all the parables of the kingdom of God, room
for the good Samaritan, and the prodigal son. There is room for
the cross and a crown of thorns. There is room for the empty
tomb.
There is room enough to adjust our expectations to see what
God truly makes possible in the manger. Emmanuel, God with
us. That’s what is in the manger. Nothing more, but then room
enough for all of heaven and earth. Which means, there is room
for you and me in the manger. The constraints of a manger, the
simplicity of the scene focus our attention to what is essential
to remember. Grace and mercy come to us in Jesus.
Merry Christmas

Pr. Steve Knudson
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In the Heart of the City to be God's Heart for All in the City.

Advent,
Christmas
& New Year
Calendar
for First Lutheran
Sunday, Dec. 20
Advent Hymnfest
following the 9:00 a.m.
worship service.
Thursday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve
streaming worship
available at 3:00 p.m.Traditional worship
with Celebration band
providing closing music

Sunday, Dec. 27
one service only
Lessons and Carols
streaming worship
at 9:00 a.m.
World Hunger
Change Drive
10-11 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 28
Office Closed
Tuesday, Dec. 29
Wednesday Dec. 30
Office open normal
hours 8a.m.-5p.m.
to pick up poinsettias
or drop off yearend offerings.
Thursday, Dec. 31
Office closes at noon
Friday, Jan. 1
2021!!!
Office Closwed.

See the Sanctuary this Christmas
Reserve a time today on our website for your family
alone to see the sanctuary before Christmas. You can get
everybody dressed up and take a picture in front of the
Christmas tree or come as you are for a prayer or time
with God. We ask that everyone wear a mask and use
the available cleaning products to clean your pew after
visiting. Sign up for a 15 minute time slot using Sign
Up Genius. You can find out a complete list of available
times at firstlutherancr.org/sanctuary.

Available Times:
12 – 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 21
12 – 9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22
8 a.m. – 9 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 24

Grab Your Christmas Eve Candles
Contact-Free pick up at the church

Stop by the church to pick up enough candles (and
dripguards to protect your hands!) for everyone in your
family then join us at online for a special Christmas Eve
service at 3 p.m. Dec. 24. Near the end of worship our
pastors will light the very same candles you are using
as we dim the lights both at church and in your home
to sing “Silent Night” together across the internet. How
cool!
Be sure to stock up on these free candles before the big
night. We have plenty for everybody. They are available
during normal business hours just inside the door to the
Administrative Entrance on the backside of church.

Say "Merry Christmas" to the Church Family!
During the prelude of our Christmas Eve worship service we thought it would be fun to give
people an opportunity to say "Merry Christmas" to the rest of the congregation! "But, how?"
you might ask.
Send us a picture of your Christmas photo card, a selfie photo in front of your christmas
decorations or any family photo you chose and we will show them online during the prelude
of the worship service. Email your submissions to Will Mittelsteadt (willm@firstlutherancr.
org) before Monday!
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Online Gift Tags Program is a Success!
Nick Gloe & Pr. Craig from our Hope Team dropped off 80 toys and $1,000 in
gift cards and cash donated by our church members to Mickey Miller at Four
Oaks to give kids in need a merry Christmas. Miller told Gloe and Pr. Brown,
"I'd give you a hug if we weren't in a pandemic!"
This is the first year the Hope Team moved the entire operation online asking
church members to donate through Sign Up Genius. Dozens of people signed
up with no problems and either brought their gifts into the church or had us
pick them up with no contact. One family had Amazon ship the toys directly to
church and another family contributed cash through Simply Giving. Working
together in all of these different ways with help to make some happiness for the
kids in Four Oaks Residential facilities.

(L to R) Mickey Miller of Four Oaks, Hope
Team member Nick Gloe, and Pr. Craig Brown.

Thanks to everyone on the Hope Team who helped sort and organize, plan and execute including Rochelle Sparks, Anne Lenzen,
Nick Gloe, Kay Gloe, Mackenzie Groteluschen, Krista Ehm, Linda Herman, Deb Schamberger, and youth representative Kirk
Brown. Thanks to everyone who donated and gave your time. Four Oaks was very grateful for our partnership!

Remarkable Celebration Weekend
This year’s Celebration Weekend was
one we will never
forget and with
good reason. In the
middle of a pandemic, 233 families
and
individuals
brought
forward
Estimate of Giving
Cards on our Celebration Weekend
Generosity Team Member Dick
Nov. 15, pledging
Johnson receives a drive-thru
$934,885. Both the
pledge from member John Lepse.
number of pledges
received and total
dollars pledged is a five year high. For those who returned
their cards, this response represents an increase of $59,539 or
about a 7% increase for this same group of people from last
year. Included in this amount are a record 37 new pledgers
who pledged $78,454. Interestingly enough all of these new
pledgers are current members who were non-pledge givers
during 2020. This new group alone pledged to increase their
giving by $22,120 or 39% over their current level. Pr. Craig
said, “I think this signals a deeper spiritual commitment from

our people during this remarkable year full of incredibly challenging circumstances.”
Director of Support Services Bob Koenig added, “Terrific results so far, with more pledges being returned each day…Nice
work Generosity Team!!” We want to thank our entire church
for your help in putting this tremendous campaign together
including our 2020 Generosity Team of Lesa Ackman, Melissa
Bishop, Andy Jacobsen, Dick Johnson, Nicole Keating, Scott
Lindsley, Julie Roberts, Dana Rohrssen, Tom Schamberger,
Mark Schwarting, and
Ruthie Trudo.

Pastor Steve holds a
welcoming reminder
of our love and
friendship as people
drive through.
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Dear Friends
at First Lutheran
Church,
LuAnn and I extend
sincere thanks on behalf
of the whole family for
the expressions of shared
faith, sympathy, and
comfort received upon the
death of my mother, Betty
Urlaub, on November 30.
We are very grateful for
your thoughtfulness.

Pastor Mark
and LuAnn Urlaub

Help us CHANGE our Giving to World Hunger
2020 has hit us hard, but here’s a place you and your children can make a difference. Did
you know each week all of the money the kids put into the globe and all of the loose change
we put in the offering plates goes to ELCA World Hunger? It’s true and this small act every
year makes us a Top 100 church out of 10,000 ELCA churches. But this year our streak is in
jeopardy and we need your help! Without us meeting in person, our change offering is down
about $3,000.
So kids and adults, grab those piggy banks and change cups and bring them to the church
parking lot for our CHANGE DRIVE at 10-11 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 27. Roll down your windows, dump your change in the bucket
and make it jingle. If you can’t make it
that day, you can also make a donation
on Simply Giving, drop off a contribution during office hours, or send one in
the mail.
When you come on down for the
Change Drive, you can also pick up a
bag of Epiphany @ Home activities.
See more on that below!
To promote the "Change Drive" the Brown Boys helped create a
funny promo video. Check it out here: https://bit.ly/FLCchange

Epiphany @ Home Kits
Epiphany @ Home Kits are a great way to celebrate the weeks of Epiphany! Filled with fun
activities, art projects, and even a yummy treat, these kits will help your family tell the stories
of Epiphany (the arrival of the magi, Jesus’ baptism, and more) from the warmth and comfort
of your own home.
Kits can be picked up on Sunday, December 27 from 10-11 a.m., during the Change for World
Hunger Drive! Any extras will be available during regular office hours the following week.
We’ve made 50 of these kits available, so ANY First Lutheran household can join the fun!

SEMP 2020 Wrap up
As 2020 comes to a close, we note 33+ years of providing a
Saturday Evening Meal to persons in our community who are
food insecure. EVERY SATURDAY in spite of ice storms,
holidays, church remodeling, and yes, even Covid-19 and
the derecho! It looks a lot different right now, but when the
pandemic is over, and restrictions are lifted, we will reassess
SEMP teams and update our faithful volunteers, so stay tuned!
FLC members have been wonderfully generous in remembering SEMP in their gift-giving, and it is much appreciated. We
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have substantially increased the number of persons served out
of the FLC kitchen from around 600 a month in early 2020, to
2,400+ for the month of November. Much of our increase is
from the four meals we provide every weekend for the Community Overflow Homeless Shelter which has been open all
year due to Covid and the derecho, rather than just in the winter months as in the past.
A former SEMP guest, who expresses gratitude for food and
the kindness and caring he experienced with our volunteers,
recently contacted us and has provided thanksgiving turkeys
and Christmas Hams! He is in a much better situation now and
was eager to give back.

Youth & Family Ministries
Middle School Ministry – Zoom Meetings continue…
We have had some great turn outs for our Confirmation Zoom meetings on Wednesday nights! Weekly emails continue to be the best way we are communicating with
our families, so be sure to look for the new information on Mondays! And if you are
interested in getting text reminders, text @flcrms to 81010 to be added to the text
list! We send out reminders for the Zoom meeting as well as the new videos posted
on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday!

New Series - Canceled
Cancel culture is real. It happens when people (usually online) attack or dismiss people they disagree with. “Canceling” can be a good thing when it’s done to challenge
or boycott things that are unjust or harmful. But sometimes we can be too quick to
“cancel” and become cruel. Not just on social media — we do it in our offline relationships too. In Jesus’ time, people were often “canceled” by society because they
sinned, got sick, were poor or disabled, or because they were from a different country
or culture. Jesus challenges our tendency to ignore, exclude, or despise people who
are different from us by often making outcasts the center of His ministry. Through
the teachings of Jesus and the story of Saul we will learn how to love people who
aren’t like us, love people who are in need, love the people we envy, and even love
the people we want to hate.

Confirmation Calendar
Just a reminder that we are off
now on Dec. 23 & 30; but will
return Jan. 6 and meet all four
Wednesdays in January - 6, 13,
20, 27!

HSM Sunday Night
Next: The Bible Project

We’ll be looking at some topics from The Bible
Project's online video studies. Each week we
will use a poll on Instagram (@FLCRYouth)
for our topic. We’ll watch the video together
online and discuss the topic in small groups.
If you would like to be added to our text message list, text @flcrhs to 81010 and you’ll receive updates for the Zoom meeting and other
information through out the week.
HSM Sunday Nights
When: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Where: Zoom
Who: All 9th-12th Grade Youth

You’ll have the opportunity to serve
alongside some great organizations that
are working to support the Milwaukee
community. These organizations
include food pantries, soup kitchens,
local gardens, and intergenerational
care centers. Many of these organizations are interconnected in the process
of reducing food insecurity throughout
the community.
Registration is open now and requires
a $150 deposit, which is fully refundable if we need to cancel the trip due
to COVID. Check out our website
at firstlutherancr.org/middle-schoolmission and send in your payment to
ensure your spot is saved!
Here are the details:
When: July 11-16, 2021
Where: Milwaukee, WI
What: Middle School Mission Trip
Who: Grades 6-8 (Completed) 		
Friends welcome
Cost: $500ish (Scholarships available)

High School Ministry Adventure Trip 2021
We are planning for the High School Adventure Trip this coming summer!
Currently we are looking for feedback from our families. While we would
like to do another trip, we need to get some feedback from our families on
where and what we should look to
doing. With much of what the year
will look like, we are not asking
you to make a commitment yet,
just to provide some feedback on
what your family is thinking!
Check out our survey at the link
below, this survey is also being
emailed in our weekly update
for High School Ministry: bit.ly/
HSM2021
HSM Adventure Trip 2017 in Montanna.
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CARES Act Provides
Opportunities for Year-End
Charitable Giving
As we approach the end of 2020, we wanted to make you
aware of the following temporary incentives for giving included in the March 2020, Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Act. The bill provides increased tax incentives for charitable giving in hopes of stimulating philanthropy
throughout America. The window for taking advantage of
these changes closes on December 31, 2020.

Are you itemizing deductions? (you plan on using

Boost Your Bottom Line in Jan.!
Financial Peace Online Class

Learn how to budget, save for retirement, and stretch your
paycheck further than you thought possible with Financial
Peace University. In this completely online class you will
learn tips and tricks safely from home that will make you
feel like you’ve given yourself a raise!
You can take Dave Ramsey’s life changing 9-week course
on money basics through our church for just $20 (normally
$129). Plan to join us for free preview at 10 a.m. or 7 p.m.
Sunday, January 10 via Zoom at the link below. If you have
any questions, email Pr. Craig at craigb@firstlutherancr.org

Schedule A as part of your Form 1040) For those donors who
itemize their deductions, and therefore directly write off gifts
to charity, the deduction cap has been raised to 100% of adjusted gross income (earlier cap was 60%). For example, if John
Taxpayer has an AGI of $175,000, he would normally be able
deduct up to $105,000 for gifts to charity. With the temporary
changes in the CARES Act, John could now deduct up to his
full AGI of $175,000 if he gives that much to charity in 2020.
Not itemizing? (you do not plan on using Schedule A
as part of your Form 1040) For the 9 out of 10 people who
no longer itemize their charitable giving, the CARES Act will
allow these individual taxpayers to deduct donations to charity
of up to $300 on their 2020 federal tax return, even though they
take the standard deduction. Married-filing-jointly taxpayers
will get the same above-the-line deduction of up to $300.

https://bit.ly/JanuaryFPU

What about IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD)? The CARES Act did not change the rules
around the QCD, which allows individuals over 70½ years old
to donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly to charity annually, without taking the distribution into taxable income. Please
contact your financial advisor to further explore the possibility
of a gift from your IRA.

Ecumenical Advent Prayer
Let us pray.
God of all, form us into churches beyond borders.  
When we feel stuck, amplify the prophet's word.
When we are distracted by privilege, put us in the wilderness.
When we need a new way, dunk us in the river.  
When we are wrong, move us down the path of truth-telling and repentance.  
When we need healing, sustain us with your love and hope.  
When we cannot see beyond ourselves, move us beyond arbitrary borders.  
Bless us with the Holy Spirit, that the good news may be for us a beginning.  
Amen.  
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This prayer is part of a larger unified statement
addressing racism and white supremacy from
the church leaders listed below which can be
found at ELCA.org/News-and-Events/8084
Archbishop and Primate Linda Nicholls,
Anglican Church of Canada
Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry,
The Episcopal Church
National Bishop Susan C. Johnson,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Please include in your Prayers...
90+ Birthdays in January!
Clara Ackerman, 98 years young on January 18.
Lois Basler, 90 years young on January 14.

Joanne and Greg Young on the death of Greg’s mother and
father, Mary Ann and Lloyd “Charlie” Young.

50+ Wedding Anniversaries in January!		
Steve & Pam Strauss, 50 years on January 7.

Mark and LuAnn Urlaub on the death of his mother, Betty
Urlaub, on November 30, 2020.

Hospitalized: *released as of Dec. 16
		
Wendy Scheer*
Dave Sjullie*		 Tammy Lutz*
Betty Lietz*
Connie Erickson*		 Bob Stepanek*
Marilyn Paulson* Tom Stickney*

Katherine Kubik and her children, Bryan Kubik and Amy
Hasley, on the death of Katherine’s husband, Bruce
Kubik, on December 2, 2020.

Our Sympathy to:						
Dick and Donna Sprague on the death of Dick’s mother,
Margaret Sprague, on November 21, 2020.
Karen Ranney and her children - Kevin, Jullian Knutson
and JaneAnn Parker on the death of Karen’s husband,
Jack Ranney on November 23, 2020.

Dorothy Lutz and her children, Tammy Lutz, Anita
Brandon, Tim Lutz and Tony Lutz, on the death of
Dorothy’s daughter, Annette Lutz, on December 3, 2020.
Family and friends on the death of Don Buss on December
9, 2020.

Hospitalized?
If you or a loved one is hospitalized, has a birth announcement or have experienced a death in the family,
please call the church office to let us know, as privacy laws limit the information hospitals can share with us.
However, our daily Pastors or Lay leaders visits have been suspended at the request of local health officials.

FIRST LUTHERAN WORSHIP GUIDE

LIVE Online Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Firstlutherancr.online.church
Replay available anytime at Youtube.com/firstlutherancr

Radio worship radio on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. on KMRY 1450 AM or 93.1 FM.
December 20 – The 4th Sunday in Advent
Preaching: Pastor Steve Knudson
"Waiting in Faith"
Scripture: Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:25-27;
		
Luke 1:26-38
Special Music: Cherub Choir; Tanya Malloy

December 24 – Christmas Eve
Service debuts at 3 p.m. - but watch anytime on our website.
Preaching: Pastor Steve Knudson
"Waiting the is Fulfilled ..."
Scripture: Luke 2:1-7; Luke 2:8-14; Luke 2:15-20
Special Music: Extended Prelude; Handbell Ensemble;
Virtual Choir

December 27 – The 1st Sunday of Christmas
One Service only at 9 a.m.
Lessons & Carols Worship
World Hunger Coin Drive & Epiphany @Home
pickup 10- 11 a.m.

January 3 – The 2nd Sunday of Christmas
		
Communion Sunday
Preaching: Pastor Craig Brown
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14;
		
John 1:10-18
Special Music: 9 a.m. - Handbell Ensemble
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Change Service Requested

Phone Calls Can You Pay It Forward in 2021?
By Pr. Craig Brown

Many of you have enjoyed
someone from the church reaching out to you. Now I’m wondering if you can please help “pay
it forward” in 2021? Since the
pandemic started, 60 volunteers
have made 3,000 caring phone
calls to the congregation! Now
it’s time to let them rest and
have somebody else be the heart
of the congregation for a while.
Could that be you?
I’m looking for 15 volunteers in
the congregation to call the same Randy and Sandy Bishop enjoy
reaching out to our church
10 families once a month for
four months (Jan, Feb, March, family once a month by phone.
and April). This would get us
through Easter Sunday and closer to the end of the pandemic. I would
give you a list of phone numbers and an easy script to read. These are
not “cold calls” but families who have been receiving calls from other
church members and would welcome and appreciate you call.

Can you help me? If you’re interested in joining the ranks of

our Caring Callers, please email me at craigb@firstlutherancr.org or
call or text me at (319) 310-6888. Thanks and God bless!

Did you Miss Music & Masques?
If you need some festive holiday music to carry you through
your Christmas preparations, both of the Music and Masques
performances by Brett and
Marita Wolgast are available
on our website or by visiting
youtube.com/firstlutherancr.
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